
	  

	  

	  

Rt Hon John McDonnell MP 
Shadow Chancellor of the Exchequer 
House of Commons 
SW1A 0AA 
 
 

28 July 2017 
 
 
 
Dear John  

  
Following the U-turn on the clear commitment Jeremy Corbyn made to “deal with” student 
debt during the election and on which his team campaigned we are writing to ask you to set out 
Labour’s position on its other spending commitments. 
  
The independent Institute for Fiscal Studies said that our national debt would be £106 billion 
higher under Labour’s manifesto. Jeremy Corbyn has made £12.9 billion of further promises 
since the manifesto was published and Labour’s nationalisation programme will cost £134 
billion at the very least – in reality the figure could be much higher. 
  
In total Labour would add at least £253 billion more to the national debt by end of the 
Parliament than the Conservatives. 
  
Based on the OBR’s current projections of the cost of government borrowing, this extra debt 
means a Labour Government would have to waste at least £5.8 billion more on interest 
payments every year. 
  
This position is clearly untenable. Either you will need to make reductions to public spending 
in areas which you are yet to identify, raise taxes in areas you have yet to identify or break the 
promises you made to the electorate. 
  
The public will rightly want to know in order to fund your extra borrowing: 
  
What areas of public spending you will reduce? 
What new taxes you plan to raise or introduce? 
What further election promises you will break? 
  
We look forward to your response. 

  
Yours sincerely  

1.   Bim AFOLAMI MP 
2.   Lucy ALLAN MP 
3.   Victoria ATKINS MP  
4.   Ed ARGAR MP 



 
5.   Kemi BADENOCH MP  
6.   Paul BERESFORD MP 
7.   Bob BLACKMAN MP 
8.   Nicholas BOLES MP 
9.   Peter BONE MP 
10.  Peter BOTTOMLEY MP 
11.  Andrew BOWIE MP 
12.  Ben BRADLEY MP 
13.  Andrew BRIDGEN MP 
14.  Fiona BRUCE MP 
15.  Conor BURNS MP 
16.  James CARTLIDGE MP 
17.  William CASH MP 
18.  Maria CAULFIELD MP 
19.  Alex CHALK MP 
20.  Jo CHURCHILL MP 
21.  Kenneth CLARKE MP 
22.  Simon CLARKE MP 
23.  James CLEVERLY MP 
24.  Damian COLLINS MP 
25.  Robert COURTS MP 
26.  Stephen CRABB MP 
27.  Chris DAVIES MP 
28.  David DAVIES MP 
29.  Philip DAVIES MP 
30.  Julia DOCKERILL MP 
31.  Nadine DORRIES MP 
32.  Richard DRAX MP 
33.  James DUDDRIDGE MP 
34.  Iain DUNCAN-SMITH MP 
35.  Nigel EVANS MP 
36.  Michael FABRICANT MP 
37.  Suella FERNANDES MP 
38.  Vicky FORD MP 
39.  Mark FRANCOIS MP 
40.  Lucy FRAZER MP 
41.  Marcus FYSH MP 
42.  Nusrat GHANI MP 
43.  Cheryl GILLAN MP 
44.  Luke GRAHAM MP 
45.  Richard GRAHAM MP 
46.  Chris GREEN MP 
47.  Dominic GRIEVE MP 
48.  Kirstene HAIR MP 
49.  Robert HALFON MP 
50.  Luke HALL MP 
51.  Mark HARPER MP 



52.  Trudy HARRISON MP 
53.  Kevin HOLLINRAKE MP 
54.  Adam HOLLOWAY MP 
55.  Nigel HUDDLESTON MP 
56.  Eddie HUGHES MP 
57.  Alister JACK MP 
58.  Bernard JENKIN MP 
59.  Andrea JENKYNS MP 
60.  Gareth JOHNSON MP 
61.  Dr Caroline JOHNSON MP 
62.  Gareth JOHNSON MP 
63.  David JONES MP 
64.  Stephen KERR MP 
65.  Greg KNIGHT MP 
66.  Julian KNIGHT MP 
67.  Kwasi KWARTENG MP 
68.  Sir Oliver LETWIN MP 
69.  Dr Julian LEWIS MP 
70.  Jack LOPRESTI MP 
71.  Tim LOUGHTON MP 
72.  Rachel MACLEAN MP 
73.  Anne MAIN MP 
74.  Alan MAK MP 
75.  Kit MALTHOUSE MP 
76.  Paul MASTERTON MP 
77.  Stephen MCPARTLAND MP 
78.  Esther MCVEY MP 
79.  Mark MENZIES MP 
80.  Johnny MERCER MP 
81.  Huw MERRIMAN MP 
82.  Stephen METCALFE MP 
83.  Maria MILLER MP 
84.  Amanda MILLING MP 
85.  Nigel MILLS MP 
86.  Damien MOORE MP 
87.  Nicky MORGAN MP 
88.  David MORRIS MP 
89.  James MORRIS MP 
90.  Wendy MORTON MP 
91.  Sheryll MURRAY MP 
92.  Bob NEILL MP 
93.  Neil O'BRIEN MP 
94.  Owen PATERSON MP 
95.  Mark PAWSEY MP 
96.  John PENROSE MP 
97.  Andrew PERCY MP 
98.  Chris PHILP MP 
99.  Rebecca POW MP 



100.   Victoria PRENTIS MP 
101.   Mark PRISK MP 
102.   Tom PURSGLOVE MP 
103.   Jeremy QUIN MP 
104.   Will Quince MP  
105.   Jacob REES-MOGG MP 
106.   Laurence ROBERTSON MP 
107.   Andrew ROSINDELL MP 
108.   Douglas ROSS MP 
109.   Lee ROWLEY MP 
110.   Antoinette SANDBACH MP 
111.   Paul SCULLY MP 
112.   Andrew SELOUS MP 
113.   Grant SHAPPS MP 
114.   Alec SHELBROOKE MP 
115.   Keith SIMPSON MP 
116.   Henry SMITH MP 
117.   Royston SMITH MP 
118.   Anna SOUBRY MP 
119.   Sir Nicholas SOAMES MP 
120.   Dame Caroline SPELMAN MP 
121.   John STEVENSON MP 
122.   Iain STEWART MP 
123.   Desmond SWAYNE MP 
124.   Hugo SWIRE MP 
125.   Derek THOMAS MP 
126.   Ross THOMSON MP 
127.   Maggie THROUP MP 
128.   Kelly TOLHURST MP 
129.   Justin TOMLINSON MP 
130.   Michael TOMLINSON MP 
131.   Craig TRACEY MP 
132.   Anne-Marie TREVELYAN MP 
133.   Edward VAIZEY MP 
134.   Shailesh VARA MP 
135.   Theresa VILLIERS MP 
136.   Matt WARMAN MP 
137.   Helen WHATELY MP 
138.   John WHITTINGDALE MP 
139.   Bill WIGGIN MP 
140.   Mike WOOD MP 
141.   Nadhim ZAHAWI MP 

 
 


